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By far and away, the commonest causes of acute pancreatitis are gallstones and alcohol1-5. Although numerous other causes of acute pancreatitis are well recognised, the third largest group is "idiopathic" meaning of unknown aetiology. The relative incidence of idiopathic pancreatitis varies from 9% to 39%1-7. In these types of studies the size of the idiopathic group falls inversely in relation to the number of investigations undertaken and in particular to those investigations looking directly at the biliary tract and pancreas. Thus in a study of 
